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IN THE CLAIMS ; 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A regional message server of a communication system, said 
regional message server comprising: 

a first connection for connecting to a first agenc y, wherein said ffc a agency 
communicates under a first addressing schema : 

a second connection for connecting to a second agenc y, wherein said second ap en^y 
communicates under a second addressing scheme : and 

a global directory connected to said first co nnection and s»id second CMjnecJj fik^aiH* 
a central processing unit connected to said first connection and said second cgnj^tion 
an d said global directory, wherein said central processing mrf t is adanted to „dd additional 
hierarchy to said first addressing scheme an d said second addressing scheme to provide 
communication between users in said first ao^y and users in said second aoencv. withoi^ 
changing said fast addressing scheme or said second addressing schema 

2. (Original) The regional message server in claim 1, wherein said first connection connects 
to a first message switching unit in said first agency and said second connection connects to a 
second message switching unit in said second agency. 
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3. (Original) The regional message server in claim 1, further comprising a translator, 
wherein said first agency and said second agency operate under different addressing protocols 
and said translator translates between said different addressing protocols. 

4. (Original) The regional message server in claim 1 , wherein said global directory 
maintains addresses of units within said first agency and said second agency. 

5. (Original) The regional message server in claim 1, wherein said central processing unit 
changes an address of a message received from said first agency into a format acceptable to said 
second agency and forwards said message to said second agency, 

6. (Original) The regional message server in claim 1 , wherein said first agency and said 
second agency are provided access to said global directory to obtain addresses of units within 
said global directory. 

7. (Original) The regional message server in claim 1 , wherein said central processing unit 
produces a report of active units in said first agency and said second agency. 

8. (Currently Amended) A communication system comprising: 

a plurality of first-level regional serve rs, each connected to a first agency and a second 
agency; and 

3 
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a second-level regional server connected to a plurality of said first-level regional servers* 
wherein each of said first-level regional servers comprises: 

a first connection for connecting to s aid first agency, wherein said firat ag ency 
communicates under a first addressing scheme- 

a,secpn4 connection for connecting to said se cond agency, wherein said second agency 
communicates under a second addressing scheme; 

a global directory connected to said fi rst connection and said second connection: and 
a central processing unit connected to said first connection and said second connection 
and said global directory. 

jwherein said central processing unit is ada pted to add a regional address to said first 
addressing scheme an d said second addressing scheme to provide communication between users 
in said first agency and users in said se cond agency, without cha nging said first addressing 
scheme or said second addressing scheme . 

9. (Original) The communication system in claim 8, wherein said second-level regional 
server comprises; 

a first connection for connecting to one first-level regional server; 
a second connection for connecting to another first-level regional server; 
a directory of regional servers; and 
a central processing unit. 

4 
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10. (Original) The communication system in claim 9, wherein said directory of regional 
servers maintains addresses of all regional servers serviced by said communication system. 

1 1 . (Original) The communication system in claim 9, wherein said central processing unit 
forwards said message from one first-level regional server to one or more second-level regional 
servers. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method of transferring messages between a first agency and a 
second agency, said method comprising: 

transferring a message from a sending unit in said first agency to a first message 
switching unit within said first agency, wherein said first apgn ry communicates under a first 
addressing scheme- 

transferring said message from said first message switching unit to a regional message 

server; 

altering, by said regional message server, an address of said message; 

transferring said message from said regional message server to a second message 
switching unit in said second agency, wherein said second ^ ncv communicates under a aeennrf 
addressing scheme: and 

transferring said message from said second message switching unit to a destination unit in 
said second agency, 

wherein said alterinp pro cess adds add i t io nal hierarchy to said first addressing scheme 

5 



PAGE 5/19 * RCVD AT 12/21/2004 10:03:28 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:4105731124 * DURATION (mm-ss):15-30 



12/20/2084 23:02 4105731124 



MCGINNSGIBB 



PAGE 06 



10/037,425 

and said, second addressing scheme to provide commutation b etween users in said first a^nv 
and U^ers in said second agency, without changing said first a d dressing scheme or said ser^nH 
addressing scheme . 

1 3. (Original) The method in claim 12, further comprising translating, by said regional 
message server, said message from an addressing protocol used by said first agency to a protocol 
used by said second agency. 

14. (Origiiial) The method in claim 12, further comprising mamtaining a global directory 
having addresses of units within said first agency and said second agency. 

1 5. (Original) The method in claim 14, further comprising providing said first agency and 
said second agency access to said global directory to obtain addresses of units within said global 
directory. _ 

16. (Original) The method in claim 12, further comprising producing a report of active units 
in said first agency and said second agency. 

17. (Currently Amended) A method of transferring messages between a first agency and a 
second agency, said method comprising: 

transferring a message from a sending unit in said first agency to a first message 

6 
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switching unit within said first agency, wherein said first a gency communicates under a first 
addressin g scheme: 

transferring said message from said first message switching unit to a first regional 
message server; 

transferring said message from said first regional message server to a second-level 
regional message server; 

trausferring said message from said second-level regional message server to a second 
regional message server; 

altering, by said second regional message server, an address of said message; 

transferring said message from said second regional message server to a second message 
switching unit in said second agency, wherein said second -spancy communicates under a s^onH 
addressing scheme; and 

transferring said message from said second message switching unit to a destination unit ir 
said second agency. 

wherein said altering process adds additional hierarchy to said first addressing schemr. 
a nd said second addressing scheme to provide commiini^tinn between users in said first agency 
and users in said second agency, without chan p jng said first addre^np 

scheme or said second 

addressing scheme . 

1 8. (Original) The method in claim 1 7, further comprising translating, by one of said first 
regional message server and said second regional message server, said message from an 

7 
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addressing protocol used by said first agency to a protocol used by said second agency. 

1 9. (Original) The method in claim 1 7, further comprising maintaining a global directory 
having addresses of units within said first agency and said second agency. 

20. (Original) The method in claim 1 9, further comprising providing said first agency and 
said second agency access to said global directory to obtain addresses of units within said global 
directory. 

21. (Original) The method in claim 17, further comprising producing a report of active units 
in said first agency and said second agency. 



8 



PAGE 8/19 * RCVD AT 12^1/2004 10:03:28 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO*EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:410S731124 * DURATION (mm-ss):1M0 



